von Willebrand disease in children and adolescents.
The term von Willebrand disease includes many bleeding disorders caused by abnormalities of vWF. Frequent or severe bleeding may be indicative of vWD or other bleeding conditions. Primary care practitioners need to be familiar with vWD and evaluate possibly affected individuals with appropriate laboratory studies. Patients with vWD should be educated about their disorder and preventive measures to limit its effect. Medications are available that can treat or prevent bleeding complications for most patients with vWD. Intervention with blood products is occasionally necessary.